A Tale of Teddy Bears
and Tea Towels
2016 is the Year of the Bears at St Faith’s
An idea several years in the making finally came to life in the autumn
of 2016 with the completion of the installation of 21 dressed and
adorned teddies in our church.
Shortly after this came the production of Teddy Tea Towels, on sale
for church funds, bearing the images of these ubiquitous ursine
creatures.
The final piece in the jigsaw was the commissioning of a booklet
explaining the origins of the project and featuring the pictures and
stories of the 21. This latter accompanies each tea towel purchased
(at a modest £6.00 for the package), or is available separately.
The installation is designed to tell the story of our church and its life:
as such we hope it will appeal to all ages. For younger readers, there
is also a Trail leaflet inviting children to locate and answer questions
about some of the bears around the church.
The pages below reproduce the booklet, and end with an image of
the tea towel itself.
Come with us on this rather special journey...
November 2016

‘If you go down to the woods today...’

St Faith’s Church, Crosby

The Teddy Bears

Welcome
... to the Teddy Bears of St Faith’s Parish Church,
Great Crosby, in the Diocese of Liverpool.
The idea came from a visit to the Church of St Gregory, Bedale, Yorkshire, by
members of our Men’s Group. In that church they came across a Teddy Bear Trail,
guiding visitors round a series of strategically placed, costumed and decorated
teddies, each representing an aspect of their church’s life.
Some years later, in October 2016, at the conclusion of a very successful
recruiting campaign, the Bears of St Faith’s were paraded, blessed and
appropriately positioned around our church. Each is accompanied by a plaque
explaining its meaning and significance, with the aim of telling visitors (the young
and the young at heart!) what goes on in an active, worshipping church
community – and possibly helping them to make their own journey of faith.
There are 21 assorted animals to be found around our church and they are
illustrated and introduced in this commemorative booklet. We would like to think
that they bear witness to the many individuals and organisations who have
sponsored, dressed and adorned them, and whose loyalty and faith have
sustained the family of St Faith’s in the past and, with God’s help, will do so for
many years to come.
The bears are also featured on the colourful Teddy Bear Tea Towels which have
been commissioned to celebrate the arrival of the bears. If you go down to the
woods today, you can see the parade on the back cover.
We hope you enjoy our ursine parade and, if you are a visitor, that you will come
and see us again. We would be more than happy to welcome you to our church
family.

With thanks to Rick Walker, Denis Griffiths, Chris Price and the people of St Faith’s
www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk

Alice the Chalice
I am a member of the congregation and also a
Eucharistic Minister. I am one of the team who
assist the Priest at Holy Communion by
administering the wine in the chalice.
If needed I also take Holy Communion to
anyone at home who is sick.
Eric on behalf of the Eucharistic Ministry team

Angie the Superbear
I am here to watch over the children in the play area.
I’ve been doing that for more years than I can remember.
The children of today are the adults of tomorrow!
"... of such is the Kingdom of Heaven."
Victoria Ryan on behalf of former members of St Faith's Junior Church

Bonnie the Brownie Bear
Hello visitors!
th

I’m Bonnie the Brownie Bear at 6 St Faith's and I represent the
girls who 102 years ago decided they do anything that boys could.
We play games, do crafts and help charities and have loads of fun!
We promise to think of others and do good turns, not just on
Mondays between 6.00 and 7.30 in the church hall, but every day.
Come and join us!

I am Connie, a member of the congregation.
I come to St Faith’s each week to share in the lovely services.
Some of us act as eucharistic ministers, servers,
readers and sidespersons.
We help out at the services and on special occasions, such as
Baptisms, Church Parades and the Christmas Tree Festival.
We love our beautiful church and a visit to St Faith’s is
a peaceful and enjoyable experience, a real treat!
Do come and join us - we are always pleased to see new faces.
The Dagnalls, for everyone in the pews

Corporal Jones
My distinguished Army career has been rewarded by this
wonderful and important posting here to this magnificent church.
My chief duty is to be on guard during the monthly Service Family
Support Group meetings and to guard the Roll of Honour of
the Fallen, the Poppy Wreath and Field of Poppies and the British
Legion Standard here in the Chapel of the Cross. I really enjoy
hearing the wonderful sound of the Military Band.
So with me on duty – DON’T PANIC!
Eunice for the Services Family Support Group

Flora Dora
I love flowers and do my best to arrange the flowers
in church with the help of many willing helpers.
At the festivals of Easter, Christmas, and St Faith's
tide we help to make the church look at its very best.
Margaret “Amongst the flowers!”

My name is Fr Paul Bear
I first came to St Faith's when I was just seven and I joined the choir.
After being confirmed aged ten I became a server under the
Sacristan, George Goodwin. There was a natural progression to
the desire to be ordained.
I represent one of the 33 men and women who have found their
vocation to the priesthood from St Faith's.
Audrey on behalf of the 33

Gerry the Sacristan Bear
Hello, I’m Gerry. Fr Hassall appointed me Sacristan in the 1950s.
I ensure that the ceremonial of the services is performed with due dignity
and reverence. I also look after all the sacred vessels used in the Eucharist. I
trim the candles every week and change the seasonal altar frontals. I am
hoping to lead a big team of Servers again soon – will you come and join us?
Fr Dennis remembering servers past.

Herbert the Choirbear
Hello, everyone! I’m Herbert the Choirbear (call me Bertie!)
I’m named after four famous composers (Howells, Sumsion, Murrill
and Brewer) all called Herbert: they wrote lots of church music.
The Choir supports the Congregation’s singing in the liturgy
and sometimes sings by itself (anthems, etc.)
I’ve passed several RSCM (Royal School of Church Music)
tests, so I wear a medal on a red ribbon with my robes.
Life as a Choirbear is busy . . . . but fun!

Hilda Ogdeena the Cleaner Bear
I am Hilda and a member of St Faith’s congregation. I am also one of a
small team who help to keep our church clean and dusted.
We can’t reach the very high places but we sweep up and down and
between the pews, dust where we can and mop the tiles.
We usually work in a team of two and come in when the church is
empty – sometimes we have the odd pigeon for company which
has managed to get in! We do hope you notice when we have been,
although you may never see us working.
Fiona on behalf of the cleaning team

My name is James
I am one of the Church Wardens. Good day to you all!
My role is to see that everyone is welcomed to our
church and has everything that they need for their visit.
For over 115 years nearly 50 different Wardens
have helped the clergy to run St Faith's.
My stick reminds everybody that I represent the Bishop!
Brenda and Rick on behalf of past wardens of St Faith's

My name is Joseph
I am a Marine Engineer
Close by me you will see the memorial plaque to Joseph Bell,
the Chief Engineer of the ‘Titanic’, who died, with all of
Titanic`s other engineers when the ship sank in 1912. Joseph
Bell and his family were regular worshippers at St Faith`s.
"For those in peril on the sea..."
St Faith's Men’s Group

I am Nigella Pawson
(Affectionately known as 'Pawson the Awesome’!)
I work with St Faith’s Catering Team who are a highly organised
group responsible for the super spreads and meals for the
various events at St Faith's.
I am VERY proud of my team who often need guiding with a
gentle paw. There is a lot of hard work, but there’s humour and
laughter too. Everyone does what they do best (and of course
what I tell them to do!)
Eunice & Irene on behalf of the Catering team

Penny-Wise Bear
Hello, I am Penny-Wise (but not pound foolish!)
I organise the monthly draw of the “Hundred Club” and
make out and send the cheques to the lucky winners. If you
are over 18yrs of age you could be one if you joined me,
and for just £5 a month you could win £150.
Lots of love Penny x
Brenda and all the past winners!

I’m Prudence
I am the secretary of the P.C.C.
PCC stands for Parochial Church Council. This is a meeting of
members of St Faith's who are elected each year. We discuss
and plan things to help keep the church running properly.
As secretary I take notes and write letters and generally
try to keep things in order!
Lillie on behalf of the PCC

I’m Rosie the Rainbow Bear
I belong to the Guiding family.
This is my promise:
“I promise that I will do my best to think about my beliefs
and to be kind and helpful”
In Rainbows I like to make things, play games, and make new friends.
The best bit is when I earn a new badge!

Ruth and Millie
Hello, my name is Ruth the Reader Bear
I am a Reader here at St Faith’s church. My name is taken from the Book of Ruth
in the Bible. I wear a distinctive blue scarf. I preach, teach and lead worship,
and part of my ministry is to help those who wish to be baptised. I will visit the
family and assist with the baptism on the day. It’s fantastic to welcome a new
member to the family of St Faith’s and to the whole family of God.
Jackie and the team of Readers

I am called Millie
I’m so pleased to see you!
I am thrilled to be at St Faith's font so I can be baptised just like my
little sister who was christened here a few months ago.
Eva on behalf of all those baptised here

I’m Teddy the Beaver Bear Scout
I’m part of the 10th Crosby Scout Group.
Beavers are aged between 6 and 8 years old, and my
Colony at St Faith’s has been here over 15 years.
In Beavers we make friends, have fun, play games, go camping
and earn badges. This year (2016) we are celebrating the 30th
birthday of Beaver Scouts and have been working on 30 different
challenges. My favourite activity badge is the creative one,
as I can paint, make puppets, tell stories and design models.
Hathi and the Beavers

Hello, I'm

Virgil the Verger
I open and close the church and assist at funerals and weddings. I help to
look after the church buildings. The large staff that I carry is useful for
crowd control and to keep the choir and congregation in order!
Gareth - in memory of Jim Burgess, a verger here for over 50 years

Wolf Bear
I’m Wolf, from the 10th Crosby Cub Scouts
The Cub Scouts section is 100 years old and we’ve been at
St Faith’s nearly all that time. In Cub Scouts we make friends, play games,
do activities, go on camping trips and adventures and earn lots of badges –
you can see some of them on my uniform.
Cub Scouts are for boys and girls aged 8-11.We meet every Thursday night
in the church hall where we play games and do lots of different activities.
See you there- it’s great fun!
Akela and the Cubs

Akela and the Cubs

